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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/03/2010 has 
been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments in the 06/03/2010 Remarks have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection which is deemed appropriate to address all of the 
needs at this time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1, 3-13 and 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear and confusing as to what the claimed "said real time video data streams are 
not combined into a single stream" is (e.g., see claim 1, lines 7-8, claim 19, lines 9-10, claim 20, 
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lines 9-10). According to the specification (page 11, lines 14-15), it teaches "the audio streams 
from all of the conference rooms 12 may be bundled into a single stream so that all speakers and 
audiences can be heard simultaneously over the speakers 32". It is clear that the audio portion of 
a video data stream from multiple participants are combined into a single stream. In otherword, 
said real time video data streams are bundled [i.e., combined] into a single stream 

Thus, the claim mischaracterizes the invention; the real time video data streams are 
combined into a single stream. Since claims 3-13, 15-18 and 21-23 are dependent claims, these 
claims are also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 
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7. Claims 1, 3-13 and 15-17, as best understood in light of the 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph rejections, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henrikson 
(U.S. 6,894,715) in view of Boyer (U.S. 5,896,128) further in view of Hamilton (U.S. 6,621,514) 
further in view of Potekhin et al. (U.S. 7,054,820). 

Regarding claim 1, with respect to Figures 1 and 2, Henrikson teaches a method for 
communicating at least one primary data stream between a plurality of attendees connected to 
one another by a communications network comprising the steps of: 

One of the plurality of attendees communicating a primary selection command that is 
received by at least a portion of the plurality of attendees, said primary selection command 
designating at least one of said plurality of real time video data streams communicated from at 
least one of the plurality of attendees as a primary video stream (col.5, lines 20-24); 

Henrikson further teaches each of said at least a portion of the plurality of attendees using 
said primary selection command to identify said primary video data stream at said at least a 
portion of the plurality of attendees (col.4, lines 49-52). 

However, Henrikson further does not specifically teach communicating a plurality of real 
time video data streams from each of the plurality of attendees to all others of the plurality of 
attendees wherein each of the plurality of attendees receives a plurality of real time video data 
streams including at least one video stream originating from each of the other attendees, wherein 
said real time video data streams are not combined into a single stream. Boyer teaches 
communicating a plurality of real time video data streams from each of the plurality of attendees 
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to all others of the plurality of attendees wherein each of the plurality of attendees receives a 
plurality of real time video data streams including at least one video stream originating from 
each of the other attendees (abstract; fig. 1-4,13,14; col.2, line 47-col.3, line 20, col.5, lines 1-19). 
Whereas Hamilton teaches that said real time video data streams are not combined into a single 
stream (abstract; col.l, lines 40-55, col.2, lines 35-67). Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Henrikson to incorporate 
the feature of communicating a plurality of real time video data streams from each of the 
plurality of attendees to all others of the plurality of attendees wherein each of the plurality of 
attendees receives a plurality of real time video data streams including at least one video stream 
originating from each of the other attendees, wherein said real time video data streams are not 
combined into a single stream in Henrikson's invention as taught by Boyer and Hamilton. The 
motivation for the modification is to do so in order to communicate real time voice data such that 
each of the participants can listen each other based on their individual selection of particular 
signal media type. 

Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton further does not specifically 
teach that primary selection command is stored in a memory by each of the said at least a portion 
of the plurality of attendees. Potekhin teaches that primary selection command is stored in a 
memory by each of the said at least a portion of the plurality of attendees (col. 7, lines 54-67). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Henrikson in view of Boyer to incorporate the feature of storing of primary 
selection command in a memory by each of the said at least a portion of the plurality of attendees 
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in Henrikson's invention in view of Boyer's invention as taught by Potekhin. The motivation for 
the modification is to do so in order to make decision such that a conference system can easily 
decide whether a speaker of a conference should be mute or search for a dominant participant. 

Regarding claim 3, Henrikson, as applied to claim I, teaches that said primary selection 
command designates a plurality of said plurality of data streams as primary data streams (col.4, 
lines 49-52). 

Regarding claim 4, Henrikson, as applied to claim 3, teaches that said primary selection 
command for selecting a primary video image among said plurality of primary data streams for 
display (col.4, lines 24-28). 

However, Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton does not specifically 
teach that said primary selection command includes a priority ranking. Potekhin teaches that said 
primary selection command includes a priority ranking (col. 8, lines 1-15). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Henrikson in view of Boyer to incorporate the feature of said primary selection command 
including a priority ranking in Henrikson's invention in view of Boyer's invention further in 
view of Hamilton's invention as taught by Potekhin. The motivation for the modification is to do 
so in order to generate appropriate mix of information. 



Regarding claim 5, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that said at least one 
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primary data stream is a video data stream, and further including the step of at least some of said 
attendees displaying said primary data stream in a highlighted manner (col.4, lines 33-35). 

Regarding claim 6, Henrikson, as applied to claim 5, teaches that the step of displaying 
said primary data stream in a highlighted manner comprises displaying said primary stream in a 
larger display size than any others of said plurality of data streams (coll, lines 34-36, col.6, lines 
49-51). 

Regarding claim 7, Henrikson, as applied to claim 5, teaches that the step of displaying 
said primary data stream in a highlighted manner comprises displaying said primary stream using 
a display template (col.4, lines 33-37). 

Regarding claim 8, Henrikson, as applied to claim 7, teaches that said screen display 
template includes a designated position for displaying said primary data stream (col.4, lines 24- 
33). 

Regarding claim 9, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1 , teaches that each of said plurality of 
real time data streams has an identifier, and wherein said primary selection command includes 
said identifier corresponding to said primary data stream (col.4, lines 49-50). 

Regarding claim 10, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that each of said plurality 
of real-time data streams has a unique identifier, and wherein said primary selection command 
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includes said unique identifier corresponding to said at least one primary data stream, and 
wherein the step of each of the plurality of attendees using said primary selection command to 
recognize said primary stream further includes using said primary stream identifier (col. 4, lines 
45-50). 

Claim 11 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 1. 
Furthermore, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that the plurality of discrete real time data 
streams includes a plurality of real time video streams and at least one discrete real time audio 
stream, and wherein said primary selection command designates at least one of said plurality of 
discrete real time video streams from at least one of said plurality of attendees (col. 5, lines 20- 
26). 

Regarding claim 12, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, in view of Boyer further in view of 
Hamilton does not specifically teach enforcing one or more rules that define where said primary 
selection command may be communicated from. Potekhin teaches enforcing one or more rules 
that define where said primary selection command may be communicated from (col. 10, lines 45- 
57). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Henrikson in view of Boyer to incorporate the feature of enforcing one or 
more rules that define where said primary selection command may be communicated from in 
Henrikson' s invention in view of Boyer's invention further in view of Hamilton's invention as 
taught by Potekhin. The motivation for the modification is to do so in order to change stream 
gain level. 
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Regarding claim 13, Henrikson, as applied to claim 12, in view of Boyer further in view 
of Hamilton does not specifically teach said at least one rule calls for said primary selection 
command to be generated only from a designated one of said plurality of attendees, said at least 
one rule also allowing for said designated attendee to be changed to a different of said plurality 
of attendees. Potekhin teaches said at least one rule calls for said primary selection command to 
be generated only from a designated one of said plurality of attendees, said at least one rule also 
allowing for said designated attendee to be changed to a different of said plurality of attendees 
(col. 10, lines 45-57). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton 
to incorporate the feature of said at least one rule calls for said primary selection command to be 
generated only from a designated one of said plurality of attendees, said at least one rule also 
allowing for said designated attendee to be Changed to a different of said plurality of attendees in 
Henrikson' s invention in view of Boyer's invention further in view of Hamilton's invention as 
taught by Potekhin. The motivation for the modification is to do so in order to route certain 
participant to appropriate channel. 

Regarding claim 15, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches said primary selection 
command is communicated from a meeting facilitator connected to the network, said meeting 
facilitator monitoring all of said plurality of data streams but not communicating a video or audio 
data stream to said plurality of attendees, and wherein said at least a portion of said plurality of 
attendees is all of said plurality of attendees (col.4, lines 66-67, col. 5, lines 1-2). 
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Regarding claim 16, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that said primary selection 
command includes a first primary selection command, and wherein the method further includes 
the step of communicating a second primary selection command to at least a portion of said 
plurality of attendees, said second primary selection command causing said at least one primary 
stream to be replaced by at least one second primary stream identified in said second primary 
selection command (col.4, lines 66-67, col. 5, lines 1-2). 

Regarding claim 17, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that said second primary 
selection command is communicated from a second of said plurality of attendees to all others of 
said plurality of attendees (col.6, lines 8-18). 

8. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henrikson in 
view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton further in view of Potekhin et al. further in view of 
Jang et al. (U.S. 6,442,758). 

Claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 1. 
Furthermore, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches that said plurality of attendees are a 
plurality of conference rooms participating in a virtual meeting, at least one microphone that 
generates a real time audio signal, and wherein said at least one primary data stream comprises a 
plurality of primary data streams, said plurality of primary data stream includes at least one video 
data stream from each of said plurality of conference rooms (col.5, lines 20-24, col.6, lines 8-18); 
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However, Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton further in view of 
Potekhin does not specifically teach each of said conference rooms having a plurality of cameras 
that each generate a real time video signal. Jang teaches each of said conference rooms having a 
plurality of cameras that each generate a real time video signal (col.8, lines 32-38). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton further in view of Potekhin to 
incorporate the feature of each of said conference rooms having a plurality of cameras that each 
generate a real time video signal in Henrikson's invention in view of Boyer's invention further in 
view of Hamilton's invention further in view of Potckhin's invention as taught by Jang. The 
motivation for the modification is to do so in order to have cameras for easily makes video for 
the participants in conference. 

9. Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henrikson 
(U.S. 6,894,715) in view of Boyer (U.S. 5,896,128) further in view of Hamilton. 

Claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 1. 
Furthermore, Henrikson, as applied to claim 1, teaches displaying said primary data stream in a 
highlighted manner (col. 4, lines 33-35). 

Claim 20 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claims 1 and 
11. Henrikson does not specifically teach communicating said second primary stream 
identification to said plurality of attendees wherein each of said plurality of attendees receives 
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said first primary stream identification and said second primary stream identification and uses 
said first and second primary stream identifications to identify said first and second primary 
video streams said plurality of users thereby receiving two different primary video data streams 
at the same time. Boyer teaches communicating said second primary stream identification to said 
plurality of attendees wherein each of said plurality of attendees receives said first primary 
stream identification and said second primary stream identification and uses said first and second 
primary stream identifications to identify said first and second primary video streams said 
plurality of users thereby receiving two different primary video data streams at the same time 
(abstract; fig. 1-4, 13, 14; col. 2, line 47-col.3, line 20, col. 5, lines 1-19). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Henrikson to incorporate the feature of communicating said second primary stream identification 
to said plurality of attendees wherein each of said plurality of attendees receives said first 
primary stream identification and said second primary stream identification and uses said first 
and second primary stream identifications to identify said first and second primary video streams 
said plurality of users thereby receiving two different primary video data streams at the same 
time in Henrikson' s invention as taught by Boyer. The motivation for the modification is to do so 
in order to communicate real time voice data such that each of the participants can listen each 
other. 

Claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 19. 
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Claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claims 1 and 
12. However, Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton does not specifically teach 
a virtual token to communicate said primary selection command and said one of the plurality of 
attendees holding said virtual token passing said virtual token to a second of the plurality of 
attendees wherein said second of the plurality of attendees may communicate said primary 
selection command. Examiner takes an official notice that a virtual token to communicate said 
primary selection command and said one of the plurality of attendees holding said virtual token 
passing said virtual token to a second of the plurality of attendees wherein said second of the 
plurality of attendees may communicate said primary selection command are well known in the 
art. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Henrikson in view of Boyer further in view of Hamilton to incorporate a 
virtual token to communicate said primary selection command and said one of the plurality of 
attendees holding said virtual token passing said virtual token to a second of the plurality of 
attendees wherein said second of the plurality of attendees may communicate said primary 
selection command in Henrikson's invention in view of Boyer's invention further in view of 
Hamilton's invention in order to pass token to different terminals. 

Claim 23 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claims 1 and 

12. 
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Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MD S. ELAHEE whose telephone number is (571)272-7536. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, FAN TSANG can be reached on (571)272-7547. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/MD S ELAHEE/ 

MD SHAFIUL ALAM ELAHEE 

Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2614 

August 9, 2010 



